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On Jan. 10, Salpress reported on the Jan. 8 resignations of prosecutors, Alvaro Henry Campos and
Edward Sidney Blanco, two of a team of seven prosecutors assigned to the Jesuit murder case. (See
CAU 01/11/91 for previous coverage.) Blanco and Campos said that the case was brought to trial
prematurely to prevent the investigation from reaching upper echelons of the military. The two
attorneys said that had it been possible, they would have called for a series of additional arrests,
including members of the army chiefs of staff, Defense Ministry officials, participants in the army's
Honor Commission (responsible for investigating the Jesuit murder), and Atlacatl Battalion officers.
Both Campos and Blanco said that the US embassy and the Salvadoran army know who planned the
murder, but have acted to obstruct investigators' access to upper echelons of the military. According
to Blanco, the US embassy and the military's commission "have an understanding with respect to
how far the investigation into the crime's intellectual authorship is allowed to go." The attorneys
criticized Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce for his refusal to wave immunity and testify
in the case. Campos and Blanco said that persons ultimately responsible for the murders could
be punished for their crime only in the event members of a jury who believe they can freely make
decisions on the case. (Basic data from Salpress, 01/10/91)
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